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FROM FRESHWATER (TELF.OSTEI: 
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During a recent inventory of New 
Caledonian Freshwater Fishes (Project 
PEDCAL - Poissons d'Eau Douce de 
Nouvellc-Calcdonie) during Scptember- 
Oclober 1991, two specimens oF Moringua 
mkhrochir, Blceker, 1853 were caught in 
Fresh and brackish streams, and are herein 
reported on. Previously, the genus and 
species were only known from marine waters 
(Weber and De Beaufort, 1916; Schultz et 
at, 1953). and the species was not recorded 
from New Caledonia. 

Specimens studied are deposited in 
the collection of the Museum national d His- 
toire naturelle, Paris (MM IN). Counts and 
measurements were made following 
McCosker et ai (19S9), Lengths arc in % of 
standard length (SL). 

Material examined 

MNHN 1992-126: I spm., 475 mm 
SL. New Caledonia: North Province; Riviere 
La Oueiep where crossed by road; 22 Sept. 
1991; 1 LOO-12.30 hrs,; altitude 5 m; 

temperature 20 C; pH 6; conductivity 
500-1000 uS; width 3 m; depth 0.5 m; 
electro-fished; B. Seret, G. Dingerk us, P* 
Lamar que, R.M. Me Do wall & E. Guilbert, 
collectors. PEDCAL Station N" 32. 

MNHN 1992-127: 1 spm., 155 mm 
SL. New Caledonia: North Province; Riviere 
Ondou, tributary to Riviere Tivvaka, where 
crossed by dirt road between Rt. 3 and 
Kone, approximately 10 km from Rl 3; 25 
Sept. 1991; U.00-12.30 hrs.; altitude 30 m; 
temperature 24.6 5 C; pH 5.5; conductivity 
115 width 5 m; depth l m; electro-fished; 
weather sunny with no clouds; G, Dingerkus, 
Seret, P, Lamarque, R.M. McDowall & 
E. Guilbert, collectors; PEDCAL Station N 3 
44. 

Description 

Head length 9.4-9.7%; mouth length 
L6-l*8%; eye diameter 0.2-0.3%; intcrorbital 


distance L0-t.l%; distance from snout to 
eye 1.1%; distance from snout to first dorsal 
fin 73.8-74.2%; snout to anal fin 67.7-68.4%; 
snout to anus 64.2-65.9%; dorsal fin base 
length 26.3-27.1%; anal fin base length 
31.4-32.9%; pectoral fin small, length 
0.4-0.5%; body depth 3.2%; 105-109 

vertebrae. In alcohol they are uniformly dark 
gray dorsally and uniformly light gray 
vemrally in color. 

Discussion 

Weber and De Beaufort (1953) list 
this species as coming from marine waters of 
Sumatra, Ambon (Indonesia), the Marquesas 
Islands, and Ovalau (Fiji). However, 
according to Castle (1963), M. abbreviate! 
Rleeker, 1363 is synonymous with \L 
mkhrochir. For \f. abbreviate, Weber and De 
Beaufort (1916) give a wider distribution 
throughout the I ndo-Pacific and state that is 
marine, but occasionally is found in slightly 
brackish waters at the mouths of rivers. 
Herre (1923) reports on the species occuring 
around several Philippine Islands in marine 
waters (as Aphthalmichthys abbreviates), 
Schultz et at (1953) report the species (as 
M. abbreviate) from various western Pacific 
islands, but always From marine 
environments. Based upon our specimen 
MNHN 1992-127, this is the first record of 
the species being found in completely fresh 
water* Also at the same locality, three other 
species of freshwater eels were caught, 
Anguilla sp ,, Gy mno thorax sp ** and 
Ij^mnostoma kampeni (Weber & De 
Beaufort, 1916) (SUret and Dingerkus, this 
issue). 
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